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pay that debt of charity, in acknowledgment of the
mercy that has set him above the danger.

And yet, speaking in the ordinary language of
men who are subject to vicissitudes of fortune,
where is the man that is sure he shall meet with no
shock ? And how have we seen men, who have
to-day been immensely rich, be to-morrow, as it
were, reduced to nothing ?

Why then should any tradesman, presuming on
his own security, and of his being out of the reach
of disaster, harden his heart against the miseries
and distresses of a fellow-tradesman, who sinks, as
it were, by his side, and refuse to accept his offer
of composition ; at least, if he cannot object against
the integrity of his representations, nor charge him
with a wicked design to cheat and delude his cre-
ditors, and to get money by a breach ?

If he can detect the bankrupt in any wicked de-
sign, and can prove he has sufficient to pay his
debts, and only breaks with a purpose to cheat his
creditors, and conceals a part of his estate, when he
seems to offer a sincere surrender; if this be the
case, and it can be made appear to be so (for in
such a case too we ought to be very sure of the
fact), then, indeed, no favour is due, and really
none ought to be showed.

And, therefore, it was a very righteous clause
which was inflicted on the fraudulent bankrupt, in
the late act of parliament, namely, That in case he
concealed his effects, and that it appeared he had
falsified his oath, and not given in a full account of
his estate, but willingly and knowingly concealed
it, or any part of it, with design to defraud his cre-
ditors, he should be put to death as a felon: the
reason and jnstice of which clause was this, and it
was given as the reason of it when the act was
passed in the house of commons, namely, that